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IN HONOR OF MR. THOMAS A. 

WILSON 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of Mr. Thomas A. Wilson, a cartoon art-
ist whose character, Ziggy, brought joy to peo-
ple’s lives every day. 

Mr. Wilson was born on August 1, 1931, in 
Grant Town, West Virginia and raised in 
Uniontown, Pennsylvania. He served in the 
U.S. Army before graduating from the Art Insti-
tute of Pittsburgh in the mid 1950s. Mr. Wilson 
began a nearly forty-year career with Cleve-
land’s American Greetings in 1955. He spent 
time writing romantic greeting cards and 
comedic greeting cards for the public. 
Throughout his stay with American Greetings 
he served in several different executive roles 
for the creative department. 

In 1971, Mr. Wilson created the character 
Ziggy and launched a cartoon series featuring 
this average American character. Ziggy started 
off as part of a cartoon illustration collection 
that had no words. The Universal Press Syn-
dicate worked with Mr. Wilson to put words 
into the animation and bring Ziggy to life. He 
worked with the Universal Press Syndicate 
until he formed Ziggy and Friends. In 1987, 
Mr. Wilson gave control of his comic strip, 
Ziggy and Friends, to his son and fellow car-
toonist Tom M. Wilson. Ziggy cartoons con-
tinue to be published in more than 500 news-
papers throughout the country and enjoyed by 
millions. 

The Cleveland Museum of Art has honored 
Mr. Tom A. Wilson by exhibiting his artwork. 
Mr. Wilson has also had his artwork shown in 
the Society of Illustrations and the Butler Insti-
tute of Art. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring the life and achievements of Mr. 
Tom Albert Wilson. I offer my condolences to 
his wife, Carol; son, Tom; two daughters, Ava 
and Julianne; and five grandchildren. 

f 

TRIBUTE TO JAMES FLEMING 
DAVIDSON, JR. 

HON. KEN CALVERT 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. CALVERT. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to 
honor and pay tribute to James Fleming Da-
vidson, Jr. who passed away peacefully on his 
86th birthday. James was a pillar of the com-
munity in Riverside, California and he will be 
deeply missed. 

Jim was born on October 26, 1925, the son 
of James F. Davidson, Sr. and Irene Reid. He 
attended Magnolia Elementary, Central Middle 
School, and Poly High School. At 17, he en-
listed in the United States Navy and served on 
a destroyer escort during World War II. 

After the war, Jim enrolled at the University 
of California at Berkeley where he received a 
Bachelor of Science degree and was a mem-
ber of the Delta Upsilon Fraternity. Upon grad-
uation he returned to his native Riverside and 
joined his father in the prominent local Civil 
Engineering firm of J.F. Davidson Associates. 

The firm later grew to include five offices and 
three hundred employees. He also oversaw 
the expansion of Riverside Blueprint and 
founded R.B. Graphics and Prefect Impres-
sions, as well as many other successful busi-
ness ventures including J.F. Davidson Invest-
ments. He faithfully went to the office until 
weeks before his passing. 

In addition to his professional accomplish-
ments, James was a citrus grower, avid gar-
dener and sports fan. Jim loved the ocean and 
spent many happy hours deep sea fishing. He 
demonstrated his leadership in the community 
and served as President of the Riverside Ro-
tary Club, Riverside Chamber of Commerce, 
and the Riverside Community College Foun-
dation. In addition, he was Chair of the Cancer 
Society Great American Smoke Out and nu-
merous other boards and organizations. 

James is survived by his wife of 22 years, 
Gerri Bredemann Davidson, and her sons; Mi-
chael and William Bredemann. Jim’s children, 
grandchildren, and great-grandchildren in-
clude; Charlotte Davidson (Tony Adler) of Los 
Angeles, her children; Caroline Dehe (Dr. 
Saahil Mahta) and Jim’s first great-grand-
daughter; Uma Elvetia Mehta, of London, Eng-
land, and James Dehe (Karen DeSouza) of 
Bombay, India; Ian James Davidson, Liam Da-
vidson of Riverside; Hannah Davidson of Port-
land, Oregon, and Sarah Davidson-Amici 
(Robert Amici), Dario and Caterina Amici of 
Riverside; his first wife, Gretchen Holstein Da-
vidson, his sister Eileen Shamel, and many 
nieces and nephews. He is preceded in death 
by his parents and his sister Charlotte David-
son Nickel. 

On Saturday, November 5, 2011, a memo-
rial service celebrating James’ extraordinary 
life will be held at the first Congregational 
Church in Riverside. James will always be re-
membered for his incredible work ethic, gen-
erosity, and love of family. His dedication to 
his work, family and community are a testa-
ment to a life lived well and a legacy that will 
continue. I extend my condolences to James’ 
family and friends; although James may be 
gone, the light and goodness he brought to 
the world remain and will never be forgotten. 
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HONORING GUY CROWDER 

HON. JANICE HAHN 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Ms. HAHN. Mr. Speaker. I rise today to 
honor the memory of Guy Crowder, who 
passed away on October 30, 2011 at the age 
of 72 surrounded by his mother, his wife and 
his son. 

Guy Crowder was a giant in the Los Ange-
les community—a great photographer, busi-
nessman, and mentor to many aspiring black 
photographers whom he hired at his studio, 
‘‘Guy’s Photography.’’ 

Guy’s work is not only cherished by a grate-
ful Nation, but by my family in particular. In 
addition to his greater-known works, Guy cap-
tured moments of deep personal significance 
to me. I will forever treasure the photos of my 
father, L.A. County Supervisor Kenny Hahn. 
His photographs chronicled my father’s career 
and I will forever be grateful his beautiful work. 
Even after his health began failing and he was 
confined to a wheelchair, he made it a point 

to come pay his respects at my mother’s fu-
neral. 

Born Aug. 9, 1939 in Beaumont, Texas, Guy 
R. Crowder moved with his parents—Guy 
Rufus Crowder and Ruby (Crowder) Jones—to 
Los Angeles in 1945. He attended Charton- 
Pollard Elementary, Enterprise Junior High 
and Centennial High schools. He graduated 
from Harbor College and completed photog-
raphy courses at Trade-Technical College. 

Beginning in the 1960s, Guy was present to 
record the trials and triumphs of black 
Angelenos for close to five decades. Taking 
pictures for the Los Angeles Sentinel, the var-
ious Wave newspapers, and Johnson Publica-
tions’ Jet and Ebony magazines, he was there 
to capture the glory days of Muhammad Ali 
and the 1965 riots in Watts. Despite being 
shunned by the mainstream periodicals of the 
time, he won virtually every award and honor 
available to a photojournalist. Guy Crowder’s 
work will forever be part of the American 
memory. 

I extend my deepest condolences to his lov-
ing 93-year-old mother; his wife, Patricia, to 
whom he was married for 51 years; a son, 
Reginald, and four grandchildren: Reanna, 
Renise, Ryan and Reggina. 

f 

VOTER SUPPRESSION 

HON. BARBARA LEE 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Ms. LEE of California. Mr. Speaker, I was 
unable to share the following remarks for the 
Special Order organized by Congresswoman 
MARCIA FUDGE on voter suppression on the 
night of Tuesday, November 1, 2011: 

Let me thank Congresswoman FUDGE for 
her leadership in protecting our democracy 
and the bedrock of our country: the right to 
vote. 

We are here tonight to sound the alarm be-
cause make no mistake about it: the funda-
mental right to vote, which is at the heart of 
our democracy, is under attack. 

Republican legislators and governors are 
proposing partisan laws that require voters to 
show a government-approved photo ID before 
voting. 

I came to this floor after the stolen Presi-
dential election in Florida and Ohio to protest 
the results of those two elections that were 
filled with voter suppression. 

It worked for the Republicans before, and so 
legislators in 42 states in our map of shame 
have doubled-down on these strategies to 
make it harder for certain communities to vote. 

These proposals would disenfranchise 21 
million Americans, over one-in-ten eligible vot-
ers in America, who do not have adequate 
identifications. 

It is no coincidence that a disproportionate 
number of these affected voters come from 
communities of color, as well as the poor, the 
elderly, and students. 

Fully one in four otherwise qualified African 
Americans would be unable to vote under 
these voter-ID laws. 

In my home state of California, a Voter ID 
bill was introduced to suppress voter participa-
tion. It would cost $26 just to get the required 
documents to qualify for a government issued 
ID. 
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This certainly looks like a poll tax to me, 

which those of us from the South know and 
remember is a way to prevent African Ameri-
cans from voting. 

These voter ID laws have a partisan agen-
da, seeking to disenfranchise and deny spe-
cific populations of voters before they have the 
opportunity to elect their representatives in 
government. 

These partisan laws are shameful and a dis-
grace to our country. 

If these Republican lawmakers were truly 
concerned with fighting voter fraud, they would 
take on actual, documented problems such as 
distributing fliers with false information meant 
to trick voters, improperly purging voters, or 
tampering with election equipment and forms. 

Instead, they are pushing laws designed to 
change election outcomes by reducing voting, 
repressing turnout, and regressing us back-
wards in history. 

We will continue to press the Justice De-
partment for a vigilant and aggressive inves-
tigation to protect the civil rights and the voting 
rights of Americans. 

We cannot and must not allow our democ-
racy to be undermined. 

We must unmask these shameful attempts 
to disenfranchise voters. 

Let’s stop these partisan efforts that strike at 
the core of our democracy. 

Let’s win this war against voters. 
We are better than that! 
I thank my colleagues for their calls to pro-

tect the right to vote for all citizens across this 
nation. 

f 

CONGRATULATIONS TO THE COLO-
RADO TEACHER OF THE YEAR 

HON. JARED POLIS 
OF COLORADO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. POLIS. Mr. Speaker, I rise today to con-
gratulate Ms. Kristin Donley, an outstanding 
educator at Monarch High School. She has pi-
oneered innovative learning for the past 10 
years teaching physical science, chemistry 
and biology. Ms. Donley is an inspiration and 
an exemplary educator, and I am honored to 
commend her for being named the 2012 Colo-
rado Teacher of the Year. 

Her multifaceted approach to teaching goes 
beyond the textbooks and the standardized 
tests to instill curiosity and inspiration in her 
students; it provides the building blocks for a 
well-rounded understanding of the sciences. 
She has provided many opportunities for her 
students outside the classroom that truly pre-
pare them with the skills and knowledge nec-
essary to compete and succeed. Her partner-
ship with the University of Colorado Boulder 
allowed her students to spend a week at the 
CU Mountain Research Station in Nederland, 
Colorado, where they had the opportunity to 
do hands-on learning of cutting-edge research 
that directly led to their own research and the 
chance to compete competitively in the re-
gional science fair. 

She has expanded the number of opportuni-
ties for her students to become passionate 
learners by establishing and coordinating a 
district science research seminar to have a 
peer science mentorship program for elemen-
tary and middle school students. She works 

with her students to create interest in learning 
science and to provide them with the tools for 
success. Her faith in the public school system 
and her advocacy for innovative, cutting-edge 
learning is especially important now, at a time 
when improving our schools and expanding 
access to innovative science, technology, en-
gineering and mathematics instruction is crit-
ical. 

Ms. Donley was born in Boulder and re-
ceived both her undergraduate and graduate 
degrees in molecular, cellular and develop-
mental biology at the University of Colorado. 
She is truly a dedicated community member 
and educator, and I am honored to recognize 
her as the 2012 Colorado Teacher of the 
Year. 
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IN HONOR OF EL CENTRO DE 
SERVICIOS SOCIALES 

HON. DENNIS J. KUCINICH 
OF OHIO 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. KUCINICH. Mr. Speaker, I rise today in 
honor of El Centro de Servicios Sociales Para 
la Communidad Hispana, a non-profit group 
that serves the Greater Cleveland community. 

El Centro is a Hispanic-Latino non-profit ad-
vocacy organization whose mission is to en-
hance the socio-economic status of the great-
er Lorain County community by providing es-
sential social, educational, cultural and com-
munity development services. Children in need 
are able to keep in contact with El Centro to 
individually seek solutions to their problems. 

With the influx of Hispanic-Latino industrial 
workers to the Lorain County community dur-
ing the 1970s, the need for social, cultural and 
educational needs increased. In 1974, El 
Centro de Servicios Sociales Para la 
Communidad Hispana was formed in order to 
address these problems by helping 
monolingual Spanish speakers transition in an 
English speaking environment. El Centro also 
works to prevent, treat and rehabilitate com-
munity members with mental and physical 
health ailments. It also had a few clinics to 
specifically treat community members afflicted 
with high blood pressure and diabetes. 

Although El Centro began as a non-profit 
that helped only Latino members of the com-
munity, recently it has expanded its services 
to support all members of the community. Re-
cent economic hardships in the State of Ohio 
have increased the need for community serv-
ices and El Centro has met that need by serv-
ing about 2,000 people. 

Mr. Speaker and colleagues, please join me 
in honoring El Centro de Servicios Sociales 
Para la Communidad Hispana. 

f 

HONORING THE LIFE AND SERVICE 
OF SGT. ARI CULLERS 

HON. JOE COURTNEY 
OF CONNECTICUT 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Friday, November 4, 2011 

Mr. COURTNEY. Mr. Speaker, I rise today 
to honor the life, service and sacrifice of Army 
Sgt. Ari Cullers who lost his life serving in Af-
ghanistan. Sgt. Cullers died October 30, 2011, 

in Kandahar Province, Afghanistan, of injuries 
suffered when an insurgent rocket-propelled 
grenade exploded near him. 

Sgt. Cullers was born in New London, CT 
and later moved with his family to Waterford, 
CT, where he attended school, graduating in 
2001. Cullers was known throughout the com-
munity for his kindness and his ability to make 
people smile. As my friend, Principal Don 
Macrino of Waterford High School said, ‘‘He 
was a hard worker at school and he, I think, 
actually found himself when he got into the 
service. I think that was a place where he felt 
he could really make his mark.’’ 

He joined the Army in October 2004, served 
in Korea and Oklahoma, and arrived at Fort 
Drum in December 2008, according to the 
military. Cullers had previously served in Af-
ghanistan from December 2008 to December 
2009 and returned there with his unit in March 
2011. Cullers, who deployed earlier this year, 
was a member of the 3rd Brigade Special 
Troops Battalion, 3rd Brigade Combat Team, 
10th Mountain Division, based out of Fort 
Drum, N.Y. Among his many awards and 
decorations are the Army Commendation 
Medal, four Army Achievement Medals, the 
Meritorious Unit Commendation, three Afghan-
istan Campaign Medals, the NATO Medal, the 
Combat Action Badge, and the Driver and Me-
chanic Badge. 

Sadly, Cullers is the third graduate of Wa-
terford High School who was killed in combat 
in the Middle East in recent years. His passing 
reminds all of us of the sacrifices that have 
been made, and continue to be made, by our 
military overseas—including Ari’s brother, 
Jacob, who also served in Iraq. While our na-
tion has lost another hero, Ari Cullers’ family 
has lost a beloved son and brother. My 
thoughts and prayers, and those of my family 
and the entire eastern Connecticut region, are 
with them now as they mourn. I ask that my 
colleagues join me in honoring Ari’s life and 
his service to our nation. 

f 

KATE PUZEY PEACE CORPS VOL-
UNTEER PROTECTION ACT OF 
2011 

SPEECH OF 

HON. LAURA RICHARDSON 
OF CALIFORNIA 

IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES 

Tuesday, November 1, 2011 

Ms. RICHARDSON. Mr. Speaker, on the 
evening of March 11, 2011, hundreds of peo-
ple gathered on the West Lawn of the United 
States Capitol Building for a candlelight vigil 
honoring the memory of Peace Corps Volun-
teer Kate Puzey. 

Two years earlier on that date, Kate was 
murdered while serving in Benin after she ac-
cused a local teacher of sexually abusing his 
students. Believing that Kate’s experience 
could be used to prevent similar tragedies, her 
family and friends created ‘‘Kate’s Voice Advo-
cacy Group’’ and began a nationwide cam-
paign to urge reforms. 

Collaborating with First Response Action, a 
group representing Peace Corps Volunteers 
who were sexually or otherwise assaulted, 
‘‘Kate’s Voice’’ met with lawmakers and tire-
lessly advocated policies designed to support 
and protect all Peace Corps Volunteers, at 
home or in the field. 
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